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Missing Baby Killed by Family Friend for
$50K Ransom * ‘She Left This World Too
Soon’: Dad Venkata Konda

The gearch for 10-month-ald Saanvi Venna,
whn had been missing since the aftemaon of
Oct. 22 when her grandmother wes killsd,
ended aarly Oct. 28, as police found the litta
baby dead in the sauna of tha apartment
complex they Iived in the Upper Merion
township of King of Prussia, Psnnayivanla.
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family acqualntance who fives in the same
apartment compex where the Venna famiy
lives. According o polica reporis, Yandamuri
Kidnapped lifte Saanvi for $50,000 in ransom
and fatally stabbed her grandmother,
Satyavathi Vanna, 61, as she put up a fight to
sayg tha baby from belng abducted.

By Sunka Sahraby, Siaff Ruporier

Saanvi was the daughter of Venkata Konda
Siva Venna and Latha Punnuru Venna.
Satyavathi Venna was Vankata Vamna™s
mother; she had been visiting the family sinca
July and planned tc return home: In January.

Contacted at his hoeme, Venkata Konda told india-Waest that he and his wife Latha were
heartbroken at the loss of their baby and mother. fiPteasa don™t askfl the indlan American father
sakd, responding 1o a quastion as to how he would remember his little daughter, #She left thia
world tee soon CE maybe she will come back somstime.fi he said softly.

Yandamurl was taken Inte custody and facas charges of murder, kidnapping, robbery,
burglary, theft and abuse of a corpes. He was arraigned Oct. 26 and is being hald without bail.

Venkata Konda™g mother, Satyavathi, was a very kind and genercus parzon, Konda recalled to
India-Wast. Whoever comas to our house in our village, she would cook food for them and
welcome them,fl he said. Her bady was flown home last wesk to Kudumulakuntia In the
Prakasam district of Andhra Pradesh for proper burlal rights.

Various madia have characterized the relationship between the Kondas and Yandamuwi as a
long-standing friendshlp. But Konda =aid the acquaintance began shortly after Yandamuri
moved with his wlfe Komila to tha bullding where tha Kendas kve.€

The Kondas weuld fraquently Invite the newhweds over for a meal, as did other families in tha
apariment comylex. fil told his wife, ,any time you need help, you can come to my hoursa, and
talk to my mother. ™ Ha was like a friend to us,fl said Konda, expressing hls concam for Komiila,
now that her husband faces double murder changes.€

As for Yandamurl, Konda said ha had no words to exprass his fealings about the killer of his
mother and only chiki. Latha Punnuru was toc emotional 1o apeak to India-West,

A search by India-Wast on the Iegal Wab site Pacer revealed that Yandamuri was about
$27,000 in dabt, and had filed for bankruptcy in Aprl 2012, In July, & Northern California
bankruptcy cuant wdered ik it pay off his debis to several credit card companies and tha
California Employment Devalopment Department. Online convemsations on several Andhra
Pradesh-melatad discussion groups speculated that i was addi 1o online
and had accrued severe debt as a result.

Spenking at a press conference Oct. 26, Montgomery County District Attomey Risa Ferman
sald It was unclear how long ago Saanvi had died, but ehe was found at 4:30 a.m. the momning
of Oct. 26.

Yandamuri lett 10 copies of a ransom note around the Vannas™ apartment, demanding $50,000.
The note reads: fiShiva, your daughter has been kidnapped. If you report this to cops, your
daughter wif be cut Into piecas and found dead.f

fitf you inform this to anyons, you will find your daughter™s body parts thrown info your
apartments. Our people are monitoring all youwr moves all the time. Your e-mails and phone are
belng tracad fl

The note went on io spacify that Latha atone should meet the kidnapper at & nearby Baja
Fresh restaurant at 8 p.m., with 350,000 in ¢ash, and re-stated that she alone should come
there with the cazh; If anyone alse was apotted, Saanvi would be kiked.

fiRemember, your baby has been starving since the morning. It is up to you to dacide, do you
‘want your one-year-old daughter or five months of yourincome,ft read the ransom note.

"The first word In the ransom note |s "Shiva’, During an interview with investigators, Venkata
Vanna said that his full name is Vankata Konda Siva Prasad Yenna, and some of his close
frienda and famity members caill him *Siva'," siated a pofica affidavit The Kondas wers asked
1o provide a llst of people who had knowiledga of the *Siva’ and 'Lata’ hicknamas. Among the
names provided by the couple was fiRaghu,fi according to the affidavit

Chilingly, Yandamuri offared help to the Vennas during the masslve search for thelr litta baby
girl. fiHe placed himself hare to support the family during the search for their child; someons
who actually printed fliars and handed them out; setheona whe offsred support, cama to this
police station during the course of the gearch and actually attendad the vigil In memory of Mrs.
‘enna and looking for Saanvi,fl sald Fenman at the press conferance.




The district attomey stated that Yandamuri actad alone, even though his ransom nols seems to
suggest an accomplics. Sha also stated that the motive was purely ransom, adding that
‘Yandamurl must have befeved the Vennas were wealthy, as they ware both computer
programimers. €

Yandamuri told pokce he kiled Satyavathi as sha resisted the kidnapping of Saamvi. Whan tha
lithe baby bagan 1o &y, Yandamuri told police that he stuffed a handkerchief in har mouth to
make her stop crying and then placed a bath towel around her head to hold the handkerchlefin
place,

Yandamuri told polica ha then stuffed Saanvl o a blue suilcase he found at the Kondas™

apartment, then fled the apartment and hid Saanvi™s body in the sauna of the apartment™s
gy ium, He later disposed of the knMe, his blobd-stained clothes and soma

jewelry he had stolan in & pearby river.

According to police, Yandamuri told detectives during his intsrmogstion to tell the media that his
wife Komall had tumed him in, so that she could clalm a $50,000 reward for information, put up
by the police, the Tekrgu Association of North America, and a neighbor.

Prasad Thotakura, naticnal president of the TANA, told India-Wast that the organization had
worked with the Indian embasesy to expedite tha retum of Satyavathi™sa body to her native
place.




